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Types of Medical’
Writing

Editorial -
Original Article

Review Articles

Short Communication

Case Reports

Letter to the Editor



The Basic Structure of ‘Articl

TITLE

Authors and Affiliation
Abstract

Keywords
Introduction
Methods

Results

Discussion
Conclusion
Acknowledgements
References




Title

Should be specific But
comprehensive

Short But sufficiently
descriptive

No abbreviations
Should be easy To catalogue



Abstract

v Background
v' Methods
v'Results

v Conclusions
v Key words
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Introductio

Existing state of knowledc

Gaps in knowledge which research
will fill.

State what you Intend to do

Do not Review the history of the

subject

Don not include methods, resuilts and
discussion
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7
7

What Subjects/patients/animals/
techniques were used?

Reason for selecting the experimental design of the
study -

Statistical methods used for analysis

The section should be called "Materiel and
Methods" only if inanimate specimens have been used
(Otherwise should say Patients and Methods).

Materials and Me




Patient / Animals / Specimens

Numbers

How are they grouped
(cases /controls)

Criteria
Informed consent obtained
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Statistic

-
»

Clearly mention the statistical
methods used for appropriate
verification of reported results.
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Communication of facts,
measurements, and observations
gathered by the author —

Results should be set out in tables
and figures

Do not duplicate data

Do not mention any reference and
interpretation

Results
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Original sentence:

[ron concentration means (tstandard deviation) were as
follows: 11.2+0.3 mg/dm” in sample A, 12.3£0.2 mg/dm’ in
sample B, and 11.4+0.9 mg/dm”’ in sample C.

Modified:
[ron concentration means (+standard deviation, in mg/

dm’) were as follows:
sample B 12.3£0.2
sample C 11.4£0.9
sample A 11.2£0.3




Discussion

Main results should be summarise
beginning of discussion

Only mention previous results or
comments which illuminate or which are
illuminated by the present resuits.



Discussion

 Final paragraph in which the message of the article is
firmly stated. -

 Point out where further gaps in knowledge could
usefully be filled instead of ""further research is needed"'.
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Simplicity f'“

Long or (sometimes) wrong

Better choice (often)

accounted for by the fact that

because

as can be seen from Figure 1, substance Z
reduces twitching

substance Z reduces twitching (Fig. 1)

at the present moment

now

bright yellow in colour

bright yellow

conducted inoculation experiments on

inoculated

considerable amount of

much

despite the fact that

although

due to the fact that

because

for the reason that

because

if conditions are such that

”

in a considerable number of cases

often
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Sending Manuscript to the
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Journal 7/

Covering letter signed by all co-
authors

Has not been submitted else
where



Title Page (1stF

Title of the article (concise
information)

Name of author(s)
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Investigation of various tissue culture monolayers

sensitivity in detection of Clostridium difficile toxin
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Abstract and Key Wo
Page)

250 words for structured abstract
Abstract should be
e Purpose of the study

e Basic procedures (selection of subjects,
observational and analytical methods)

e Main findings (Data and its significance)
e The principal conclusions
3-10 Key words
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Ads by Google
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Please note that

should not be used
as adjectives.

not



Units - g, cm, kg, mol - take no
full stop, and plurals no s. &
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P values between 0.001 and 0.05 5fodla

reported to three decimal places /

P values shown on output as 0.000 should be
reported as <0.0001
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Stylesheet for Humanities Papers

troduction

Paper writing has its own conventions. It is as well to learn these now as to need to correct bad habits later. The style | recommend is that outlined in
Kate L. Turabian, 4 Manual for Writers af Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 6th ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996).

[yping and Presentation

Papers must be typed, double-spaced, on standard & 1/2"x 11" paper. Use 1 inch margins all round. Use 10 or 12 pt. type. If using a wordprocessor,
do not use right-hand justification as it leads to oddly spaced words. Do not use erasable paper. Staple the paper in the top left-hand corner. Do
not use plastic covers or binders. K eep a copy other than the one vou submit (professors' cars have been stolen before now).

Text should be double spaced (unlike in this handout). Long quotations, however, should be single spaced and indented five spaces. There is always at
least one space after a period. In tvping it is customary to leave two spaces.

The paper should be written in paragraphs. The first line of each paragraph should be indented five spaces (one standard tab). Sub-headings (as in this
handout) may be used, but are not considered good style by many. There is no gap between paragraphs.

Title Page

The following information should be included on the title (front) page of all papers.

s Your name
s The course name and mumber
s The lecturer's name (Paul Halsall)
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